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(PATENT) 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re Patent Application of: 
Gregory D. Gudorf 

Application No. : 09/785,094 Confirmation No . : 5522 

Filed: February 16, 2001 Art Unit: 2157 

For : METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR REMOTE Examiner: H, A. El Chant i 
ACCESS OF PERSONAL MUSIC 

DECLARATION OF CHRISTOPHER M. TOBIN UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.131 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Dear Sir: 

I, Christopher M. Tobin, hereby declare that: 

1. I am an attorney admitted to practice in the U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office under Reg. No 40,290. I was 
formerly inside patent counsel in the intellectual property 
department of Sony Electronics Inc. ("SEL") . At the time, I was 
the principal contact between SEL and the firm of Lerner, David, 
Littenberg, Krumholz & Mentlik, LLP when the firm was retained 
by SEL to prepare U.S. Patent Application No. 09/785,094 ("the 
•094 application") filed on February 16, 2001 and U.S. 
Provisional Patent Application no. 60/203,684 ("the ! 684 
application"), which was filed on May 12, 2000. Both 
applications are entitled "Method and System for Remote Access 
of Personal Music." 

2. Prior to January 7, 2000, I was contacted by sole 
inventor, Gregory D. Gudorf, in the SEL legal department as part 
of the process of determining whether a patent application 
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should be filed for an invention on a method and system for 
remote access of personal music . The inventor, Mr. Gudorf 
provided me a written summary prior to January 7, 2000 for this 
purpose. Attached as Exhibit A is a true and correct copy of a 
written summary of the invention that was filed as part of the 
'684 application. At that time, I reviewed Mr. Gudorf ' s summary 
and I also commissioned a firm to conduct a search for prior art 
so that I could evaluate the invention for patentability 
purposes . 

3. In the time frame from January 7, 2000 through 
the filing of the '684 application, the intellectual property 
department of SEL was engaged in a significant amount of patent 
work on behalf of SEL such that there was typically a backlog. 
To ensure that work was performed on a diligent basis, SEL 
utilized a docketing system that permitted work to be performed 
chronologically. During the time frame of my request for a 
search on the application, my analysis of the search art to 
determine whether an application should be filed and the 
preparation of the application for SEL and Mr. Gudorf, with the 
assistance of this docketing system, I diligently addressed my 
work in chronological fashion. 

4. The search results from the commissioned search 
were received by the SEL legal department shortly before January 
7, 2000. The search results consisted of ten patent references 
including U.S. Patent nos . 5,751,672, 5,841,424, 5,860,068, 
5,864,868, 5,900,564, 5,930,768, 5,931,901, 5,931,901, 
5,959,945, 5,969,283 and 5,986,200. In due course I reviewed 
the references for purposes of assessing the patentability of 
Mr. Gudorf ! s invention. I completed my analysis of these prior 
art references and the invention of Mr. Gudorf on March 13, 
2000. Based on my conclusion on the issue of patentability, 
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one business day later I wrote to the firm of Lerner, David, 
Littenberg, Krumholz & Mentlik, LLP to request that the firm 
prepare and file a patent application on Mr. Gudorf ' s invention. 
Mr. Littenberg of the Lerner, David, Littenberg, Krumholz & 
Mentlik, LLP. duly responded to my request on March 16, 2000. 

5. In view of the above, due diligence was performed 
by the SEL legal department from at least January 7, 2 000 in its 
determination of patentability until at least the retention of 
the firm of Lerner, David, Littenberg, Krumholz & Mentlik, LLP 
for the purpose of proceeding to prepare and file a patent 
application on Mr. Gudorf ' s invention as disclosed in Exhibit A. 

6. All statements made herein of my own knowledge are 
true, and all statements made on information and belief are 
believed to be true. Further, all statements herein were made 
with the knowledge that willful false statement and the like so 
made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under 
Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code, and that 
such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of any 
patent which may issue from the present invention. 



Date : 




601666J.DOC 



3 



10/18/2005 10:31 FAX 



9086547866 



LDLKM 



^J004/0U 




10/18/2005 10:31 FAX 9086547866 



LDLKW 



CO 

o 



O ££ 



o 

5 s 



o 
S 



O CD 

O 
Z3 
(/) 
C 

3 



3 9, 

< n 

§ o 

3 3* 



in ~< 

on ~S 

ST a> 

a 

o 



■< 

o 



10/18/2005 10:31 FAX 9086547866 



LDLKM 



«|00ti/0 



O 
JO 
IO 

<B 



QJ 



o 

•5 



? 2 Z 



3 ° £ X » 

3 0, £t ^ 

<t> < u 5 



3 O O 



ft 



n 



Q) 



O 

S 
O 



O s< 

2 n> 

fD 
0) 

o 



;3g 

u n O 3" 
o n> ffi 



3 

rf 

(D rt ^ ,y 



o 

0) 
3 



0) 
3 



(A 



fD 



3 



o 
c 

■t 

o 
3 



10/18/2005 10:31 FAX 9096547886 



LDLKM 




10/18/2005 10:31 FAX 908G547868 LDLKM 




10/18/2005 10:31 FAX 9086547866 



LDLKM 



^] 009/01 



25 

CD 



O 

3 

(D 
O 

•3 



O 
c 
o. 
o 

3, 



Q- § 

3 § 

or $ 

0> U> 

</> n) 



cr 



o 



T3 ~ 
T3 fD 

C/l 

3* 
fD 



n 



01 

n 

s 

K 

n> 

? 

I 

< 

OJ* 
Q) 

.O 
C 

2L 



in 

15 



-< T3 



0! 

fD 



fD 

n 

I 



- -< 



in 

=r T3 



* I I * 



o 
n 



< < 
fD fD 



IP CD O 
rt rr L' 



- 8 

< (7) 
o> = 



fD 



r i 

fD fD 

3 3 

CD QI 

fD fD 

Q. Q. 

£ n 

Cl oj 

fD ^ 



2 "2. 

cl n 

ft S 

ft> £. 

Ol 3 



o cr 



cr 

f= fl> 



9! 



2. sfl. 

n 1= 

fD 

Or 

o 

3 



S 




fD 
fD 



if 

fD 



to 



I ~ 

01 

3 
o 



cr 

CL 

? 

n 
ro 




10/18/2005 10:31 FAX 908654786B 



LDLKM 



^1010/OVi 




10/18/2005 10:32 FAX 9086547866 



LDLKM 




00 



This Page is Inserted by IFW Indexing and Scanning 
Operations and is not part of the Official Record 

BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
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